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Summarv of Evaluation: 
Teaching: Professor Smith has lectured nationally and internationally regarding multiple cancer
related topics. With over 28 years of experience as an oncology nurse, nurse practitioner, and 
nurse administrator, the areas she most often teaches are the ones that reflect her own interests, 
namely chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy, neuropathic pain, instrument 
development, cancer survivorship program development, thoracic, head and neck oncology care, 
and other general oncology topics. She uses interactive teaching methodologies such as web and 
classroom-based research simulation experiences in her courses. Since 2015, Professor Smith's 
didactic teaching has included seven courses at the undergraduate and PhD levels, including 
honors seminar and courses in substantive research methods. Her students' evaluation ratings of 
4.5 to 5.0 place her consistently above the median ratings for both the University of Michigan 
(U-M) faculty as a whole and for School ofNursing faculty. The qualitative data is universally 
positive, with constructive input that suggests strong rapport with her students. She consistently 
works to improve her teaching skills as reflected by her rising teaching evaluation scores. 

Professor Smith is an admirable mentor and has worked with multiple graduate students, 
undergraduate students, and post-doctoral fellows; advising and mentoring them in their 
research. She has mentored five Honors projects (two of which received Undergraduate Honors 
Student Research Awards), served on three PhD committees, co-chaired one dissertation, chaired 
three dissertations and one DNP capstone project, and served as an advisor to two D43-funded 
international post-doctoral fellows from Thailand since her promotion to associate professor in 
2015. She is highly sought after as a consultant and informal mentor by students at other 
universities, including Michigan State University and Indiana University. Mentoring of future 
scientists is a strength for Professor Smith as she has had 16 published papers since 2015, one 
book chapter, and six papers currently under review that has involved a total of 15 students or 
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post-doctoral fellows. Seven of these papers have had PhD students as first-author. Professor 
Smith holds her mentees to high standards, supports them in disseminating their work at 
conferences, and socializes them to the academic environment. Mentees are also authors in 
many of the national and international presentations completed during this three-year period. 
Professor Smith has also supported and facilitated her students funding success. Because of her 
expertise in oncology, Professor Smith is regularly sought after to guest lecture on management 
of patients with cancer and related topics. 

As the director of the PhD Program, Professor Smith has been unstinting in seeking and using 
evaluation data and feedback about how to improve the program. This has led to positive 
changes to the program using evidence-based appreciative inquiry to build on the strengths of the 
program and to build innovation teams to effect positive change in areas for growth. She has 
also been effective at garnering external funding and has expanded the School ofNursing's 
capacity for training PhD students by securing training grants from the Robert Wood Johnson 
(RWJ) Foundation, Jonas Foundation, and American Cancer Society (ACS). The RWJ, Jonas 
and ACS grants generated $350,000 to offset tuition, travel, and stipend expenses. Professor 
Smith was also awarded the School ofNursing Honors Program Mentor of the Year in 2015 and 
2018. 

Research: Professor Smith has an established and productive program of research that addresses 
the neurotoxicity of chemotherapy drugs and their side effects, specifically chemotherapy
induced peripheral neuropathy (CIPN). Her primary areas of focus include the measurement of 
CIPN, testing therapies for the management ofCIPN and identifying risk factors for the 
development of CIPN. This is an important area of study in part because severe symptoms of 
CIPN may require a reduction in the dose of a potentially curative chemotherapy. 

Professor Smith's research is high quality and stands up to the most rigorous forms of peer 
review. Her research continues to be consistently disseminated in peer-reviewed, high-impact 
nursing and interdisciplinary cancer-focused journals, including the Journal of Pain, European 
Journal of Cancer Care, Supportive Care in Cancer, Cancer Nursing, Cancer Control, Oncology 
Nursing Forum, and Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing. Since 2015, Professor Smith has 
published 27 papers with 12 as first- or senior-author and one book chapter, and many of these 
have spurred media attention, which is notable. Her publications have had an impact on both the 
science and practice of cancer care in the domain of neuropathic pain, with some cited several 
hundred times, which is singular for a researcher in the discipline of nursing. 

Professor Smith's research program has addressed all aspects ofCIPN, including the 
development of precise measurement strategies, prediction of those who will develop CIPN, 
prevention strategies, and treatment ofCIPN. She has a highly productive track record of 
funding. Since 2015, she has completed two projects as the principal investigator (PI), one 
funded by Genentech and the other funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) (R03). 
Professor Smith has also served as co-investigator (co-l) on an R01 funded by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) to Indiana University and as a co-l 
on a Damon Runyon-Lilly Clinical Investigator Award funded by the Damon Runyon Cancer 
Research Foundation. She is currently completing a Michigan Institute for Clinical and Health 
Research (MICHR) grant as a co-l. Professor Smith's application as the PI for ROI.has been 



approved. This builds on a fruitful funding trajectory that has included the diverse sources of 
funding, including NIH (R03, career award, and co-l R01, including administrative 
supplements), foundation, technology company, and pharmaceutical project grants. 

Professor Smith is nationally and internationally recognized as a leader across disciplines in the 
field ofCIPN as reflected in her invitations to give numerous presentations in the U.S. and 
internationally. For example, she presented her work regarding standardization of measurement 
of CIPN at the Multinational Associate of Supportive Care in Cancer (MASCC) Annual Meeting 
in Vienna, Austria, in June 2018, a particularly prestigious conference. At the national-level, 
Professor Smith was inducted into the American Academy of Nursing in 2016; received the 
Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) Excellence in Writing Award for Quantitative Nursing 
Research in 2015; and will soon receive the Friends of the National Institute ofNursing Research 
Weich/Woerner Path Paver Award in 2018. Professor Smith was invited to participate in the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI)- Division of Cancer Prevention Clinical Trials Planning 
meeting, and this is solid evidence that interdisciplinary groups recognize her expertise. Her 
service on the American Society of Clinical Oncology Survivorship (ASCO) Guideline Advisory 
Group is further evidence of her strong reputation in an interdisciplinary field. Her 
collaborations are solid, with sustained work in linkage with pain experts, cancer symptom 
management groups, and animal model pain experts, moving the frontier of knowledge treatment 
toward prevention ofCIPN. Her long-standing membership and progressive responsibility in 
major cancer care consortia in the U.S. and Europe suggest that she has the respect of her peers 
nationally and internationally. 
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Service: Professor Smith has a commendable record of service to the school, the university, the 
profession and the broader community. Her service includes participation in nursing, oncology, 
and pain organizations. At the national level, Professor Smith has served in multiple leadership 
roles, most recently and currently as the co-vice chair, NIH-Funded Alliance Symptom 
Intervention Committee, the current co-chair, Hoosier Cancer Research Network Symptom 
Management Clinical Trial Working Group, and is a current member of the UM Adult Palliative 
Medicine Executive Steering Committee, an elected position. She currently serves on the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology Advisory Group for the Survivorship Panel, a key role 
for the world's largest organization of cancer professionals. She reviews for U.S. and European 
specialty journals, including the Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing, Breast Cancer Research 
and Treatment, Cancer Nursing and the Journal of Pain and Symptom Management. She has 
served recently on the NIH Center for Scientific Review (CSR) Cancer Diagnostics and 
Treatments study section and on the NIH NCI Provocative Questions study section. She also 
served on the NCI Division of Cancer Prevention Clinical Trials Planning Meeting and on a 
more specialized network group within an NCI neuropathy consortium, as well as other national
level groups focused on symptom management and cancer survivorship. 

At the university-level, Professor Smith has served as the School of Nursing representative to the 
Faculty Senate, and she has served on numerous committees at the U-M Cancer Center. At the 
school level, she has served in elected roles as the chair of the Faculty and serves ex officio on 
the Curriculum Committee, the Committee on Academic Admissions and Scholarly Standing 
(CAASS) and is currently serving as a member of the Executive Committee. She has chaired a 
School of Nursing Faculty Search Committee and served on search committees in the UM 
Medical School, Department oflntemal Medicine, Division of Hematology and Oncology. This 
is in addition to her administrative role as the director of the PhD Program. Professor Smith has 
also served in an international service role in Kenya, creating a plan to deliver chemotherapy 
safely after performing a fonnal assessment. A set of recommendations were created for the 
medical director. While there, Professor Smith also provided consultations to patients and 
families. 

External Reviewers: 
Reviewer A: "My impression of her work is that it is outstanding in regard to others in her peer 
group who work in the same field and funding environment." 

Reviewer 8: "[Professor] Smith's publications have been extremely provocative and added to 
the science." 

Reviewer C: " ... [Professor] Smith's work impacts past and future research by raising the 
question of whether CIPN measures were valid and sensitive to treatment effects. Her research 
will allow investigators to more precisely assess CIPN and evaluate interventions, going 
forward." 

Reviewer D: "Ellen's service is extensive and reflects her commitment to her field of research, 
academically, professionally and through community service." 



Reviewer E: "(Professor] Smith's work is recognized by her colleagues nationally and 
internationally for its high quality and she contributes in unique, innovative and significant ways 
to helps us set national research priorities in this area." 

Summary of Recommendation: Professor Smith is recognized as a highly a prominent and 
productive scientist who has made significant contributions to the measurement and treatment of 
CIPN. She is successful as an independent researcher and as a key collaborator whose program 
of research focuses on improving the assessment and treatment of chronic, cancer-related 
neuropathic pain, with a specialty focus in painful chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy. 
Her work has achieved national and international notice. Professor Smith has a solid record 
of academic, professional and community service. She is an excellent teacher and mentor. It is 
with the support of the School of Nursing Executive Committee that I recommend Ellen M. 
Lavoie Smith for promotion to professor of nursing, with tenure, School of Nursing. 
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